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Letters to the Editors 


Man Offers Defense 





of ‘“Minute Women” 





Dislikes Feb. 15 Editorial 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I am a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Charleston, West Virginia, and 
have had occasion to read an editorial 
which appeared in your issue of February 
15, 1954. This editorial concerns The 
Minute Women, U. S. A., and describes 
that group as “sinister.” 

Quite naturally, you are entitled to your 
opinion of the activities of The Minute 
Women, but I should like you to know 
that your editorial was not at all well 
received by a great number of persons in 
Charleston, including a number of mem- 
bers of the First Presbyterian Church. 
The local chapter of The Minute Women, 
U. S. A., is very active and includes a 
number of highly respected citizens, in- 
cluding the wife of a former United States 
Senator from West Virginia. 

In the view of many good Presbyterians 
and citizens of this locality, and especially 
in the opinion of the several hundred fine 
women who make up the local chapter of 
the Minute Women, the activities of this 
group are in the best interests of sound 
government and are most effective in pre- 
senting the problem of infiltration of Com- 
munist ideology into our government and 
society. A number of fine speakers have 
appeared in Charleston under the auspices 
of the Minute Women, including Mr. 
Frank Holman, a past president of the 
American Bar Association. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying... 





Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 


(Continued from last issue) 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 
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In sum, I concur in the opinion of all 
to whom I have talked about your editorial 
that it is most unfair, unpleasant and, in 
no way, an accurate description of the 
activities and objectives of the Minute 
Women, U. S. A. 

Tom L. Horn, Jr. 
Charleston, W. Va. 


@Mr. Horn's letter reports exactly the 
danger that concerned us—that many 
well-intentioned women of high purpose 
will be trapped by this regrettable move- 
ment. We repeat our former word: Get 
the reprint of Ralph O’Leary’s notable 
Houston Post series and see what the 
record of the organization really is. Ad- 
dress: Post, Polk & Dowling Sts., Hous- 
ton 1, Texas. (The State Chairman for 
Minute Women in West Virginia is Mrs. 
T. L. Horn.) 


Minute Women 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have before me your utterly ridiculous 
editorial in the February.15 issue of THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, entitled, “Let the 
Women Beware.” My first reaction to this 
editorial was of extreme amusement. Fol- 
lowing that was deep and righteous anger. 

In the first place your editorial is en- 
tirely spurious in content and had you 
taken the trouble to ascertain the facts 
you would then have learned your first 
lesson necessary in publishing any paper. 

I shall take neither the time nor trouble 
to defend the Minute Women of the 
U.S.A., Inc., since it seems to me not to 
be necessary. We are, indeed, a horrible 
bunch of women. We firmly believe in 
God, the divine birth of Christ and his 
resurrection. In the light of present-day 
modern religion, isn’t that something? We 
also believe in good government. I shall 
confess to you that in the general election 
of 1952 we even urged people to vote and 
voted ourselves. Now, wasn’t that hor- 
rible of us? We believe in better schools, 
better elections, honesty in government 
and the dignity of man. Of course I am 
aware that these are all ugly things and 
you should warn women not to do such 
things. By the way, what facts do you 
have on Ralph O'Leary? ... 

Your editorial is, in my opinion, libelous 
and fraught throughout with untruths. 
It seems to me that a retraction is in order 
with the slightest possible delay. 

Mrs. J. C. THOMAS, 
Charleston, W. Va. 


@Don’t fail to read the O’Leary arti- 
cles. Also: The Nation, Jan. 9, pages 
26-8: Time Magazine, Nov. 2, 1953, pages 
49-51. 


° 
Hastings Letter 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your editorial of February 15 made 
some statements about me that are not 
true facts. Your editorial, written about 
an article of mine in which I tell about 
how a small group has worked on the 
Assembly’s level to force the whole union 
movement down upon our church from 
the top, without the members at the grass- 
roots of our church even knowing what 
was involved in the proposed Union, much 
less approving of it, stated that, “it should 
not be thought of an unfriendly or unkind 


act if we point out for Paul Hastings to 
feel this way is not at all strange, if you 
consider his long training. He makes 
no effort to conceal the fact that he grew 
up in the Primitive Baptist church where 
such procedure as he advocates would be 
the recognized method, but for him to 
come into the Presbyterian Church and 
insist that we follow the method of the 
Primitive Baptist church is more than 
strange; it is out of keeping with an 
elder’s ordination vow.” 

It has been both amazing and amusing 
to see the concern and importance which 
some of the pro-union group in our Church 
has shown in my “background.” After 
our debate of the Union issue before Dallas 
Presbytery on January 26, Col. Francis 
Pickens Miller asked me _ repeatedly,” 
“What is your background?” I only told 
him that my background consisted of 28 
years in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. Last summer at Montreat I told 
a strong pro-union minister who was also 
interested, just to kid him along, “My 
background is Primitive Baptists.” As 
that is the only time I have ever made 
that statement, he must have passed the 
information on to you. (See editorial, 
page 8.) 

Since it seems to be a matter of some 
concern and importance to your group 
as to my “background,” in order to get 
the matter settled once and for all, here 
are the true facts. My father was a mem- 
ber of the Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church until his death in 1918. 
My mother is a member of the Disciples 
of Christ Church. I have never been a 
member of any church but the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and have been a 
member of it for the past 28 years. The 
only time that I have ever been in a Prim- 
itive Baptist church was to attend a 
funeral, and I doubt if that period of 
“long training’ had very much influence 
upon my views as to how this wedding 
ceremony (Plan of Union) has been forced 
upon our church. 

It seems to me that in discussing an 
issue in which the very life of our church 
is at stake, that it would be much more 
in order for both sides to confine their 
discussion to the issues involved in the 
proposed plan of organic union than per- 
sonalities. .. . 

Pavut D. HAsTINGs. 
Reidsville, N. C. 


Church Members Who Drink 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your publication of our “Open Letter” 
(“To Church Members Who Drink”) in 
your periodical (Outlook. Feb. 8) stirred 
up a flood of correspondence. To my en- 
couragement, the correspondents have all 
approved the point of view of that Open 
Letter. 

I thought you would like to know of the 
“pull” which your paper has with its 
constituency. 

Ear F. ZEIGLER. 
Editor, Uniform Lessons and Topay, 
Presbyterian, USA, Board, Philadelphia. 


.. . too good not to have reprints for 
distribution. Please send me 200. 

R. J. HUNTER. Jr. 
Hopkinsville, Ky. 

@®EXTRA COPIES — Inquiries have 
been made as to how to secure extra cop- 
ies of this open letter. They may be se- 
cured at 50¢ per 100 from the Dept. of 
Social Education and Action, Presby- 
terian, USA, Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, 830 Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 
7, Pa. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
first week, January. and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. 
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Davidson Trustees Take Steps 
To Produce Winning Teams 


Despite the vigorous opposition of 
faculty and administration, the trustees 
of Davidson College have asked the col- 
lege to underwrite a $35,000 grants-in- 
aid program for next year. 

Of this sum, at least $30,000 would be 
earmarked for football players and at 
least $5,000 for basketball. 

No word of opposition was available 
from either faculty members or adminis- 
tration in regard to the program but it 
was generally understood that these bodies 
are far removed from the point-of-view 
of the trustees on this question. 

The trustees, in their published state- 
ment, declared “afresh their deep convic- 
tion as to the importance of a successful 
program of intercollegiate athletics at our 
college.” 

Although a joint faculty-trustees com- 
mittee is at work on a study of athletic 
program and policies, the trustees said 
they did “not seek to anticipate its re- 
port” but they want to make sure that 
“there be no interruption in the present 
program.” 

The statement went on: 


“If Davidson is to be a force for good 


in the world of intercollegiate athletics, 
it must lead from a position of strength 
rather than from weakness. .. . 


“We would call upon the student body, 
the alumni, and the faculty to give their 
loyal support to the athletic director, the 
coaches, and the athletic teams of the 
college to the end that succcess may be at- 
tained and that intercollegiate sports may 
again make their proper and vital contri- 
bution to the life of the institution.” 

For some years many alumni and 
friends have sought to raise an annual 
$35,000 to support the athletic program. 
but the records of wins and losses has 
been almost consistently dismal. 


The present effort seems to be directed 
toward putting the faculty, administra- 
tion and all departments of the college 
directly behind the program. 

The student response has been enthu- 
siastic but some doubt if much good can 
be done “when rival schools are spending 
much more.” 


Davidson is owned and controlled by 
the Synods of North Carolina and Florida 
and by Asheville Presbytery (Appala- 
chia) with its trustees appointed by those 
bodies. 


Charlotte Girl ls Winner of 
Annual Scholarship Contest 


Diana Kay Carpenter, Charlotte, N. C., 
is the winner of this year’s scholarship 
contest conducted by the Presbyterian 
Board of Christian Education. 

On the basis of tests, recommendations, 
an autobiography and an essay on the 
Christian basis of education, she was 
awarded first place among 195 entrants 
in the annual contest. 

Her $2,000 prize, like the others, will 
be payable to the Southern Presbyterian 
college of her choice. 

Winners of the next three scholarships 
are Nancy Cunningham, Austin, Texas, 
$1,600; Delilah Anne Little, Cheraw, 
S. C., $1,200; and David Leigh Pan- 
coast. High Point, N. C., $1,000. 

Other winners are as follows (pictures, 
page 4): 

Jeannette Ames Clark, Orlando, Fla.. 
$500. 

W. Willard Wolfe, Gainesville, Fia., 
$400. 

Elizabeth Day Poole, Lubondai, Congo 
Belge, $300. 


Patricia Ann Jamison, Longview, Texas, 
00. 


a 
w 


Betty Love Goodykoontz, Louisville. Ky., 
$300. 

Gwendolyn Bright, Jackson, Miss., $200. 

Barabara Durrenberger, Houston, Texas, 
$200. 

Donald Monroe Carmichael, Louisville, 
Ky., $200. 

Jane Florence Smith, New Orleans, La., 
$100. 

C. Eric Mount, Jr., Cape Girardeau, Mo., 
$100. 

Samuel R. Williamson, Jr., Springhill, 

Nancy Wyly Holland, Marietta, Ga., 
$100. 

Edward Dixon Junkin, Kerrville, Texas, 
$100. 

Porter Warren Anderson, Jr., 
gomery, Ala., $100. 

J. Thompson Richards, Heath Springs. 
S. C., $100. 

Phillip Seott Taulbee, Portales, N. M., 
$100. 


Mont- 


Honorable Mentions 

If some of the first twenty decline their 
awards the list will be moved up in order 
and some of the ten Honorable Mention 


First Person Singular 


“God, be merciful to me a sinner!” 
Luke 18:13. Read verses 1-14. 

This is another parable that is so 
familiar that we tend to skip over it too 
lightly in our reading. Perhaps to take 
it with its full weight might be too pain- 
ful. Pride and the superiority complex 
are such common attributes! It is easy 
to see the faults of others. We just do not 
get down to rock bottom in our analysis 
of situations that involve ourselves. 

The fact is, however, that we will 
never come into the full understanding 
of the redemptive power of the Christian 
gospel until we bring ourselves to talk 
about sin in terms of the first person, 
singular number. The Pharisee was 
thinking in terms of the third person 
plural. Because of that, in the applica- 
tion of the story so concisely put, he 
missed the peace of mind and the renewal 
of spirit that ostensibly he was seeking. 
On the other hand, the man who humbly 
acknowledged his manifold shortcomings 
and sought God’s mercy, found it, and 
the enlargement of life that God always 
gives to those who desire it, and desire 
it in the right way. 

Let Us Prav: O thou God of infinite 
pity and understanding, be merciful to 
me, a sinner. Help me to clear my life 
of its pettiness and its selfishness so that 
I may become a channel for directing thy 
cleansing power into other lives, through 
Jesus Christ my Lord.—AMEN. 


—-RosBIns BARSTOW in The Fellowship of Pray- 
er, distributed by the National Council of Churches’ 
Dept. of Evangelism. By permission, the Pilgrim 
Press. 





American Cities Are 
Held to Be ‘Fear-Ridden’ 


CoLtumsus, O. (RNS) — Methodist 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of Washing- 
ton, D.C., said here that the modern 
American city has become “a fear-ridden 
metropolis” with its average citizen “a 
frightened individual whose fears are 
fed by the press, television and radio.” 

This situation has developed largely 
as a result of continued “challenges to 


winners will be given scholarships. They 
are as follows: 
Katherine Ethel Smith, Thomasville, Ga. 
Elizabeth Ross Latimer, Kingsport, 
Tenn. 
Nan Schawffer, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Mary Jane Smalley, Memphis, Tenn. 
S. Curtis Patterson, Greenville, N. C. 
C. Grier Davis, Jr., Asheville, N. C. 
Jo Len Jamerson, Cordova, N. C. 
Sue Sanders Lile, Little Rock, Ark. 
Mary Randolph Norton, Charlotte, N. C. 
June Frances McGirt, Umatilla, Fla. 











SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS—These outstanding Presbyterian high school seniors won scholar- 
ships 5-20 in the annual contest (top row): 5. Jeannette Ames Clark; 6. W. Willard Wolfe; 
(7. Elizabeth Day Poole, no picture); 8. Patricia Ann Jamison; 9 .Betty Love Goodykoontz; 


10. Gwendolyn Bright. 


Second row, 11. Barbara Durrenberger; 12. Donald M. Carmichael; 


(13. Jane Florence Smith, no picture); 14. C. Eric Mount, Jr.; 15. Samuel R. Williamson, 
Jr. Bottom row, 16. Nancy W. Holland; 17. Dick Junkin; 18. Porter Warren Anderson, 
Jr.; 19. J. Thompson Richards; 20. Phillip Scott Taulbee. 


freedom” from both the right and the left, 
Bishop Oxnam told more than 1,200 del- 
egates attending a Methodist Convoca- 
tion on Urban Life in America. 

Some politicians have “capitalized on 
fear for personal advantage,” the bishop 
charged. 

“Confronted by the threat of Com- 
munist infiltration,” he said, “blind or 
venal leaders have turned to the methods 
of the police state to ‘preserve liberty.’ 
The demand for conformity, rather than 
creativity, is heard. 

“Self-appointed vigilantes seek to ran- 
sack libraries, label teachers as subversive, 
cast suspicion on the clergy and endeavor 
to control the press and radio or, what 
is worse, purchase means of communica 
tion outright in order to misinform a 
nation under the guise of broadcasting 
‘facts.’ 

“Some Americans are beginning to 
whisper while others stand silent. And, 
meanwhile, Europe thinks the McCarthys, 
the Veldes and the Jenners are represen- 
tative of the American trend.” 


All this is in sharp contrast to the 
“tradition” of urban life in America, 
Bishop Oxnam said. 

“Tn our cities, representatives of many 
nations, many races and many faiths have 
learned how to live together and have 
demonstrated that the peoples of the 
world may live in peace,” he said. “But 
the American has done so by respecting 
difference, by practicing tolerance, by re- 
joicing in diversity and by maintaining 
the liberty essential to the creative ex 
pression of the individual.” 

America must build a society so just 


rent fears’ so that American common 
must impart a faith to overcome our cur- 
and brotherly that it will remain im- 
pregnable to the “sinister attempts of the 
tyrant philosophy to infiltrate it,” Bishop 
Oxnam said, adding that the issue of 
human liberties will be determined in the 
cities of the nation. 

“The real threat to liberty in this coun- 
try,” he said, “is not to be found in the 
menace of Communism but lies, on the 
contrary, in the mind, the practices and 
the proposals of a reactionary coalition. 
The clergy and the rest of the American 
people have rejected Communism ‘lock, 
stock and barrel.’ 

“Communism has never reached the 
clergy of this nation. That libel is now 
admitted even by the accusers who now 
speak of its influence (on the clergy) as 
‘infinitesimal.’ ” 

In similar vein, Ralph W. Sockman, 
pastor of New York City’s Christ (Meth- 
odist) church, warned that “the church 





The only thing necessary 
for the triumph of evil 

is that good men 

do nothing. 


—The Reporter Magazine. 











sense can “lay the dust stirred up by 
demagogues and those who find it profit- 
able to play upon people’s fears and pas- 
sions.” 


EGR Leader Asks Stand 
Against Smearing of Clergy 


Cuicaco, (RNS)—The General Coun- 
cil of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church was asked here to take a militant 
stand against Communism and against 
anti-Communist tactics that ‘smear’ 
Protestant clergymen. 

“There has been an attack, direct and 
by innuendo, upon Protestant leaders that 
is incomprehensible and_ intolerable,” 
said James E. Wagner, of Philadelphia, 
president of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. 

Dr. Wagner made it clear that he held 
no brief for Communism or for its sym- 
pathizers. “I can see no moral justifi- 
cation,” he said, “for persons refusing 
to testify as to whether they have ever 
been Communists, on the ground that 
such testimony might tend to incriminate 
them. 

“This seems to be an implicit, though 
perhaps left-handed admission that such 
a witness was a Communist, or had played 
dangerously close with Communism.” 

“The Christian Church,” Dr. Wagner 
said, “has no common ground with Com- 
munism as it is expressed constitutionally, 
and, more particularly, in the actual prac- 
tice of Soviet Russia. 

“We want to be clear on our irrecon- 
cilable opposition to Communism. We 
want to be equally clear in preserving 
the church’s prophetic role in society. 
We must insist that criticism, dissent, 
political heresy is not the equation of 
treason or disloyalty. We must affirm 
faith in our own ministry and the Protes- 
tant ministry in general. 

The genius of Protestant Christianity 
and of its prophetic ministry has been 
that of revolt against external authority 
—whether it is Communism or Fascism.” 

The Evangelical Reformed Church, 
Dr. Wagner noted, entered the vear with 
approximately 760,000 members, and is 
seeking 20,000 new members this year 
to mark the 20th anniversary if the merg- 
er of the two church bodies. 


St. John’s Sues for 
Return of Church 


St. PrETERSBURG, FLA. (RNS)—St. 
John’s Presbytery filed suit in Circuit 
Court at Clearwater to bring Central 
Presbyterian church bacn into the presby- 
tery. The church broken away from the 
presbytery last year. (OuTLOOK, Dec. 7, 
1953.) 

The complaint also asked an injunc- 
tion to prevent Central Presbyterian from 
collecting any more funds from a bequest 
of the late H. H. Victory of St. Peters 
burg. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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By PAUL S. MINEAR* 


CHRISTIAN HOPE AND ITS MESSAGE FOR 
CHRISTIANS IN AMERICA 


HE MAJOR THEME of the 1954 

Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches is “Christ, the Hope of the 
World.” The theme stresses the double 
fact that our Lord himself constitutes 
the hope and that the range of his work 
encompasses the world. 

The timeliness of this theme is beyond 
question. ‘Today’s world is torn by vio- 
lent crusades, each urged on by hypnotic 
dreams of new Utopias. In their wake 
are millions of men who are numbed by 
despair and paralyzed by the fear that 
all hopes may be false. In most coun- 
tries, the majorities oscillate somewhere 
between fanaticism and apathy, bewild- 
ered to different degrees by the discovery 
that ‘‘the name of their world has changed 
from home to horror” (Christopher Fry). 

Any message that gives genuine hope 
to such a world is unmistakably relevant. 

Yet the message actually proclaimed 
by the churches is often quite irrelevant. 
Why is this? One reason lies in the fact 
that the churches have themselves been 
pervaded by the world’s turmoil. ‘They 
have lived so close to the world that 
within them may be found advocates of 
every Utopia and refugees from every 
conflict, together with the phlegmatic, 
the confused and the despairing. Within 
the churches are people who entertain 
every conceivable form of temporal ex- 
pectation. It is true that they confess a 
single allegiance to Christ as Lord. But 
how does this Lord provide a single hope 
for believers who hold tenaciously to 
competing earthly hopes? Do churches 
agree in hailing Jesus Christ as the 
world’s hope ? 


Then this very agreement obligates 
them to explore the links between this 
single hope and all those conflicting 
desires which have turned his world 
into a gigantic battlefield and grave- 
yard, 


Non-Theological Factors 

It should be obvious that no believer 
and no denomination is qualified to give 
more than a fragmentary and distorted 
account of this one hope. We are all too 
immersed in mundane anxieties. In few 
other areas of thought are we so deeply 
influenced by non-theological factors, 
such as a materialistic society and a se- 
cularized press. The power of these 
influences is often in inverse proportion 
to our awareness of them. Churches that 
live on opposite sides of contemporary 





*Professor, Andover Newton Theological 
Seminary, Mass. 
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curtains will not grasp the glory of their 
common inheritance until they break out 
of their isolation and talk with one an- 
other about their common hope. 

Each church urgently needs the help 
of all other churches. Each must listen 
alertly to the other, especially at the point 
of greatest divergence. Any genuine con- 
versation about “Christ the hope’”’ will 
quickly cross boundaries formed by na- 
tional and economic self-interest. It will 
lead away from trenches dug by tradi- 
tional rivalries and ancestral disputes. 
It will impel every participant to hold 
more gingerly to hopes which have been 
long cherished, and to respond more 
eagerly to hopes that have been long 
neglected. 


This is what has been happenging 
in preparations for the Second As- 
sembly; let us pray that nothing in our 
hearts may impede the conversation. 


One other thing has been happening. 
Whenever this conversation about Christ 
as our hope has developed into a con- 
versation with Christ, he has himself 
turned the mind of the churches away 
from preocupation with ecclesiastical 
matters toward that world which He 
loves. What we say to this world may 
be garbled and ineffective, but what he 
is saying to the world of which he is the 
only hope—that is of ultimate impor- 
tance. 

How does he counter the frantic im- 
patience of Utopians and deal with their 
self-willed schemes? What does he offer 
to the frustrated and the despondent as 
a promise that can never be broken? 
How does he reach the common people 
anxious, baffled and hurt—with a healing 
trust that produces patience and joy? 


America Must Prepare 

When it is Christ who poses such 
questions, his church discovers that what 
is the timeliest theme also becomes the 
most difficult. In the American scene 
these difficulties are unusually formi- 
dable. Some of us have so neglected the 
theme that our thoughts are too vague to 
enable us to contribute anything. Some 
of us have emptied the theme of relevance 
by limiting attention to an other-worldly 


millennium of pure bliss, open only to a 
tiny group of the elect. Some of us have 
destroyed hope’s transcendence by mak- 
ing it equivalent to the success of our 
desires for socicty. Some have pauperized 
the one hope by preaching a Lord who 
serves merely as a solvent for mental 
distress, a panacea for domestic quarrels, 
or a guarantee of individual survival. 


Yes, we in America have much to do 
to prepare our minds and hearts for 
the Evanston discussion. 


What, after all, is an Assembly of the 
World Council? Much more than an in- 
terdenominational parley, where churches 
engage in international debate. At 
Evanston the churches will come together 
for worship, kneeling together with all 
their parochial hopes under the Cross of 
their one Lord. He calls them to consider 
together the message and mission he has 
entrusted to them. He summons them 
to proclaim his promise and his hope. 
Where this happens no Assembly can 
remain merely an occasion for ecclesias- 
tical bargaining. And no desires for the 
world or despairs of the world can re- 
main unchanged by the strange judgment 
exerted by his Cross. For it is only as 
Judge of the world that Christ becomes 
the hope of the world. “Now is the 
judgment of this world . . . and I, when I 


am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men to myself” (John 12:31, 32). 
The acceptance of his judgment is a 





MINEAR—Will American Christians 
be prepared? 











@ This exclusive 





EVANSTON SERIES 


—will appear in our church only 
in The Presbyterian Outlook. There 
are four articles in this first series: 


1. The World Council Assembly 
Comes to Evanston. By W. A. Visser 
‘t Hooft, Mar. 8. 


2. Christian Hope and Its Message 


for Christians in America. By Paul S. 
Minear, in this issue. 
3. Issues at Evanston. By Robert 


Tobias, Mar. 22. 


4. The American Churches Welcome 
the World Council. By Henry P. Van 
Dusen, Mar. 29. 


American Christians urgently need to 
be prepared in advance for the im- 
portant Evanston meeting. Much will 
depend on them as to whether popular 
reaction in this country is focused on 
the main issues or is diverted by peri- 
pheral concerns. 


Make certain that the people in 
your church and community are ac- 
curately informed. 











necessary pre-condition for inheriting his 
promise. 


We Must Listen 

Are American churches prepared for 
so radical a testing? Not unless the mir- 
acle of faith is repeated in our midst. 
Not unless we listen again to the primary 
declarations of the gospel. Not unless 
our confidence is solidly built on what 
God has begun, is doing, and will com- 
plete in Christ. He is victor alike over 
the greatest fanaticism and over the great- 
est despair. ‘To him belong all men and 
groups of men, whether they are hypno- 
tized by earthly goals or paralyzed by 
apathy. 

A church in whom the miracle of faith 
is renewed will receive power to proclaim 
a hope that is indestructible because it 
is anchored in an actual reconciliation of 
the world to God, a reconciliation even 
of our peculiarly American segment of 
the world—with its press and its schools, 
its sports and its hospitals, its commerce 
and its politics. 

The Evanston theme, discussed with 
candor and contrition by churchmen 
from all countries, will illuminate once 
again the basic severity and the basic 
mercy of the gospel of Christ. 


@ Taking a look at our home mission responsibility 
and the needs of a growing nation, this pastor says: 


We Need Larger 


HAT will be the effect of the pro- 

posed reunion of the three branches 
of the Presbyterian Church on Home 
Missions ? 

It should help. 

Let me admit at the beginning that only 
one with the gift of prophecy can say 
accurately how, where, and in what 
measure the union will affect the various 
phases of the life of the church. I am not 
so gifted. I can only point out what 
seem to me to be reasonable assumptions 
based on some knowledge of the church 
and of Home Missions. 

It seems obvious that the effect of the 
union at the local level will be chiefly, 
if not wholly, indirect. ‘The individual 
Presbyterian will continue to be a mem- 
ber of the same congregation with the 
same officers and the same (in spite of the 
hopes of some) minister. He will attend 
the same services, listen with the same 
rapt attention to the same sermons, and 
give with the same reckless generosity to 
the same budget. He will be affected 
only indirectly as he feels himself a part 
of a more inclusive fellowship, senses 
the command of a wider work and re- 
sponds to enlarged opportunities in a 





*Dr. Hall, who is pastor of the Covenant 
church, Charlotte, N. C., is a member of 
the General Assembly’s Board of Church 
Extension, representing that Board on the 
General Council. 
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By WARNER L. HALL* 


more adequate fashion both spiritually 
and financially. 

The same would appear to be true 
in a measure for the congregation. It 
will continue to function largely as it 
it has in the past. It will still have as 
its most urgent and significant task being 
true to the Head of the Church in its own 
local setting. It will still be primarily 
responsible for the instruction and wor- 
ship of its members, the creation out of 
their separateness a genuine community, 
and the enhancing of their concern for 
their neighbors’ welfare, both of body 
and soul. But, here again, the indirect 
influence of the union could be, and prob- 
ably would be, both considerable and for- 
tunate. ‘To say the least, every congrega- 
tion would have added new and important 
windows, through which more of the 
world could be seen. And around the 
pilgrimage of each church could be heard 
the marching of a much greater host of 
the confederacy of the faithful as we all 
journey to Zion. 

But what of the activities of the courts 
of the church, especially Assembly agen- 
cies? What of Home Missions, of 
Church Extension as a whole? Here the 
effect of union will be the greatest and 
most direct. 





# 


MEN’S PRESIDENT—John 
Fayetteville, Tenn., is the new president of 


V. Matthews, 


the Assembly’s Men‘s Council, succeeding 

Royall R. Brown. Big job ahead this year is 

the New Orleans convention next October 

15-17. Matthews is a lawyer. He had been 

tirst vice-president of the AMC during the 
year before. 


Maps 


One obvious result of union as far as 
Home Missions is concerned is that a 
thorough-going re-thinking of the enter- 
prise cannot be avoided. This will be, of 
course, a re-thinking not of purpose but 
of procedure; of method, not of motiva- 
tion. The USA Church carries on its 
work of Home Missions on the level of 
the congregation, the presbytery, the sy- 
nod, and the General Assembly through 
its Board of National Missions. But the 
conscious emphasis is on the work of the 
Board of National Missions. Home Mis- 
sions is primarily a national or Assem- 
bly affair because this church has nation- 
wide responsibilities and it has had to 
think and plan in those terms. 

With us also Home Missions is car- 
ried on at every level—local congrega- 
tions, presbytery, synod and General As- 
sembly. While the program of Church 
Extension at the Assembly level is exten- 
sive and effective, more than twice as 
much money is expended at the local 
level, that is, the work of the presbytery 
and local congregation. Our work might 
be described as a three-level program 
with the emphasis on the local work. 

I am not sufficiently acquainted with 
the work of the United Presbyterians to 
make any statement about it. But it is 
safe to assume that it is a variation on 
one of the foregoing methods. 
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It is obvious that in any pooling of 
work and resources a carefully thought- 
out and a new strategy must be evolved. 
| am quite certain that the united church 
will not adopt the plan of any one of 
the three communions as it is presently 
conceived. Nor would any of us wish that 
to happen. We in the U. S. Church do 
not think that we have all wisdom con- 
cerning Home Missions. With deep ap- 
preciation of the successes and significant 
advances of the last ten years, we still 
seek to improve our procedures, conscious 
that they are far from perfection. ‘The 
same is true, I am persuaded, of our sis- 
ter churches, the USA and U.P. Each 
denomination will have much that is 
important to say to the other two. But 
there is reasonable hope that out of a 
meeting of minds, and an earnest wres- 
tling with the problems of Home Mis- 
sions, the Holy Spirit will lead us into 
becoming more effective proclaimers of 
the gospel. 


A Better Negro Work 


I think that I can see another result 
of the proposed union and the consequent 
amalgamation of our Home Mission 
work. It certainly should result in the 
strengthening of our Negro work. It 
has always seemed to me that our Negro 
work is too small to have much chance 
of succeeding, at least numerically. Less 
than 3,500 communicants out of a Negro 
population of 15,000,000 scarcely seems 
to be a workable group. When you place 
our 3,500 over against the nearly 8,000,- 
000 Negro Baptists, one begins to see that 
so small a group as ours is more likely 
to be the source of discouragement rather 
than the source of a fanatical zeal which 
enables the tiny group to grow. Ad- 
mittedly, the addition of the Negro Pres- 
byterians from the USA and U.P. 
churches will not total a group com- 
parable to the Baptists or even the Meth- 
odists, but it will give a more workable 
group. For one thing, the educational 
picture will be greatly improved. Add 
to a strengthened Stillman the stronger 
college work of the USA and U.P. de- 
nominations and the result will be a 
school system of which we may be proud. 
The USA and U.P. Churches have much 
greater resources in every phase of Ne- 
gro work than we. But we can contribute 
an indispensable factor. The center of 
concern for this work, enthusiasm for its 
doing and an understanding of its prob- 
lems is now to be found among us. Ina 
a united church with the resources pooled, 
we should see a rapid advance in Negro 
work, 

Home Mission work in the South 
should be benefitted by another considera- 
tion. The two rapidly growing areas of 
our country are to be found in the Far 
West and the South. Population increases 
in many parts of the South have out- 
stripped the capacity of the communities 


MARCH 15, 1954 


to furnish churches, schools and the other 
necessities of urban life. The East and 
the Midwest are not growing so rapidly. 
In fact, they are exporting people to the 
South and West. We in the U. S. Church 
have made a valiant effort to build new 
churches. While we have a modest pride 
in the expansion of the last 10 years, we 
still could use with great profit the as- 
sistance in this endeavor which we might 
expect from the more static communities 
to the North of us. 

Perhaps the largest good which would 
come to our Home Mission work from 
union would be wholly intangible. I 
refer to the obvious advantage of the 
national approach and outlook. “The 
field” is never less than the world. ‘The 
danger constantly confronting any sec- 
tional church is that it will become paro- 
chial in its outlook and concern. It ought 
to be impossible to shrug off any need 
in America which calls for confronta- 


tion by the gospel by saying that it is no 
responsibility of ours, that it is outside 
the bounds of our church. Home Mission 
needs and opportunities anywhere in this 
country ought to be within the bounds of 
our active concern and the meeting of 
those needs a part of our home mission 
strategy. 

As I read the New Testament, and the 
history of the church, it seems to me that 
the Holy Spirit is ever saying to all 
Christians, ‘*You need larger maps.” 

We need larger maps. It would be for 
us a significant spiritual experience. 
Union with our sister churches would do 
that for us. 

The proposed union would, I believe, 
benefit our Home Mission work in the 
ways already suggested. Would the tes- 
timony of the united church be stronger ? 
[ think so. I do not see any way in 
which the work would be hindered or 
hurt by it. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
Hunter B. Blakely, secretary of higher education for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., and James E. Fogartie, Fort Smith, Ark., pastor. 


COSTLY CHURCHES 
Why are today’s churches so adorned 
when Christ was born in such humble 
surroundings ? 

FoGarTIE: All of us are acquainted 
with the Gospel stories of the advent of 
Christ into the world, and probably every 
church spends some time at the Christ- 
mas season thinking about the humble 
circumstances of Christ’s birth, and yet 
we do have magnificent churches, and 
we build beautiful churches. I think 
the obvious answer is that we are seek- 
ing to glorify God with the best that we 
have. We turn back and watch the 
building of the temple in the Old Tes- 
tament, we see the Tabernacle in the 
wilderness, we discover that the people 
brought the best that they had because 
they wanted to give the best to God. So 
that we are trying to give our best to 
God, not trying to give him something 
that is second- or third-rate. 


“WORKS OF NECESSITY AND 
MERCY” 

Has modern civilization modified the 
works of necessity and mercy on the 
Sabbath as taught in the Bible? The 
second question related to it asks: Is 
it wrong to play cards on Sunday? 

BLAKELY: Let us get very clearly in 
mind the purpose of the Sabbath, one 
day in seven. This day is for rest and 
spiritual refreshment; part of God’s plan 
for happy and useful living. The day 
of rest is meant for people who work and 
who need to be prepared to go back to 
their work and to do it better. Now, as 
civilization becomes more complicated, 
the works of necessity and mercy become 
more numerous and more involved. 

MopberaTor: Let us have a little more 


explanation of the use of the words 
“works of necessity and mercy.” I take 
it that refers to labors that are permitted 
on the Sabbath day. Works of necessity 
and mercy are traditionally thought to 
be all right. 

BLAKELY: In the complicated civil- 
ization in which we live, for illustration, 
there are perishable goods en route to 
market which must be on sale for hungry 
people on Monday. There are industries 
which cannot shut down, such as steel 
and fibers which are made by a continuous 
process, and many other things that in- 
volve necessity and some that involve 
mercy. Some of these things must be 
continued. However, we are in danger 
of feeling that too many things fall in 
the line of necessity and mercy. We need 
to do a lot of tightening up and realize 
our own responsibility in observing a day 
and helping others to have a day of rest. 
Now in regard to the second part of the 
question: “Is it wrong to play cards on 
Sunday?” I think you might ask, “Does 
it make you a better person? Are you a 
better man or woman to go back to your 
work? Does it draw you closer to your 
God, more appreciative of others, better 
equipped to live a useful and happy 
life?” No one can answer these ques- 
tions for you. Each man must answer in 
the light of his own conscience. He him- 
self must answer as he thinks it is right 
for himself. 
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EDITORIAL 





It’s a Presbyterian Map 


The three Boards of World (Foreign) 
Missions of the U. S., USA and United 
Presbyterian churches are certainly to be 
congratulated upon the wonderful map 
which they have just produced. 

This map shows the worldwide mis- 
sionary effort of Presbyterians in 35 
countries, suggesting the vastly enlarged 
opportunity that would be ours in the 
event of union. We now have mission- 
aries in nine countries if China can be 
counted. 

One thing the map could not very well 
show is the large number of united proj- 
ects where both the U. S. and USA mis- 
sionaries labor in a common effort. This 
is an impressive list and would seem to 
invalidate many of the arguments which 
are used against a reunion of the 
churches: If what is charged is true, 
then we have no right to make common 
cause in these situations—but we do, 
in these and in every conceivable type of 
program overseas and within our own 
borders. 

It is an eye-opening experience to look 
at the Presbyterian missionary witness 
across the world. It is also good to sit 
down before this map and pray—pray 
that our horizons will be enlarged and 
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our witness made more effective in these 
challenging areas. 

This map also provides a sobering ex- 
perience for it lists some figures. It 
makes us see the tremendous concern and 
investment of the USA church as it has 
carried on for generations one of the 
biggest of missionary enterprises. No one 
who looks at the record can ever charge 
our USA friends, with their 1,056 mis- 
sionaries and their $6,067,898 gifts last 
year, with a lack of interest in and sup- 
port of missions. 

Of course, our church has a good rec- 
ord, but modesty should forbid our boast- 
ing about it. We are proud of it but 
when it is matched against our oppor- 
tunity and the need it is nothing, and we 
had better not encourage self-satisfaction 
about it. 

The humiliation this map affords comes 
from the United Presbyterian record 
which the opponents of union do not tell 
us about. The U.P. record, from a mem- 
bership of 217,000 (much less than a 
third of ours), has 255 missionaries 
compared with our 421—more than half. 
And the U. P. gifts last year were also 
well over half—$995,120 compared with 
our $1,783,204. 

If the statistical approach is a valid 
one in determining the Christian values, 
then the United Presbyterians ought to 
put us in our place. However, we have 
not to this date seen any such approach 
made by any United Presbyterian. All 
honor to them. 


(This map may be secured at the head- 
quarters of each church. Presbyterians, 
U. S., should write: Board of World Mis- 
sions, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn.) 


Yes, the Issues! 


We are glad to have the statement of 
Mr. Hastings which appears on page two. 
Our information as to his reference to 
growing up in the Primitive Baptist 
church did not, as he suggests, come from 
the instance which he describes as ‘‘the 
only time I have ever made that state- 
ment.” It came from honorable persons 
—more than one—who had no more in- 
dication that Mr. Hastings was being 
facetious than when he charges that union 
is being ‘forced upon our church.” 

However, with his considered state- 
ment, we will now understand that we are 
not to take him seriously if he ever makes 
this claim in the future. 

We doubtless would never have been 
particularly impressed by such a report 
if the form of church government and 
procedure which he is upholding did not 
more readily conform to Primitive Bap- 
tist patterns than to Presbyterian. 

In any case, we regret our error which 
was based upon reports of Mr. Hastings’ 
own words in more than one instance 
when his hearers saw no reason to joke. 

Mr. Hastings is right, however, in his 


concluding appeal where he asks that 
“both sides confine their discussions to 
the issues involved in the proposed plan 
of organic union” rather than direct them 
at personalities. 

It is good to have Mr. Hastings go on 
record in this regard, and we certainly 
want to agree with him. ‘This would 
mean, as we understand it, that Mr. 
Hastings will no longer make such an 
attack as he made on Dr. Henry Sloane 
Coffin in an article published February 
3 as he used it to undermine the testimony 
of Dr. Walter L. Lingle as to the true 
meaning of the Auburn Affirmuation. 


It would doubtless mean that the sort 
of personal attack made by Mr. Hastings 
last August 17 upon one or more of those 
who disagreed with him about the pro- 
cedure in the Chapel Hill case would not 
be repeated. 

We hope it would mean that Mr. 
Hastings would no longer charge, as he 
did January 27, that the professors of our 
seminaries have not properly grounded 
the young ministers in “the Word of 
God and the weightier things of the 
Spirit.” 

Or, as of the same date, Mr. Hastings 
would not set up a small group of min- 
isters charged with a sort of conspiracy 
against the rest of the church, and he 
would certainly not continue to appear to 
drive a wedge between ministers and their 
people or condemn loyal Presbyterian 
ministers and elders as seeking to foist 
some unworthy ambition upon our church 
when they simply uphold our constitu- 
tional processes. 

No, it is better to stick to the issues, 
the real issues, in this important con- 
sideration. 


Scholarship Winners 


The annual scholarship awards an- 
nounced elsewhere in this issue have come 
to occupy a significant place in the 
church’s life. It is clear that the win- 
ners of these awards are high-calibre 
young people. They would not emerge 
at the top of the large number of con- 
testants otherwise. 

The winners of this contest, we under- 
stand, are looked upon so favorably by 
some of our colleges that many of them 
are immediately offered additional schol- 
arship inducements on the basis of the 
contest—if they will enroll at this or 
that college. We have heard a good bit 
about this sort of thing being done in 
competition for athletes here and there, 
but to go after brains and leadership and 
gifts of personality is less commonplace. 

All this is a tribute to the tests which 
are given these young people. It is also 
an indication that these colleges are look- 
ing for high-grade material in their stu- 
dent bodies. Therefore, the benefits of 
the competition are far more widely felt 
than simply among the twenty winners. 
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“CORRUPTIO OPTIMI PESSIMA” 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Ezekiel 8:5-15. 

HE OLD Latin proverb, “Corruptio 
7 ae pessima,” means that of all 
corruptions, the worst is the corruption 
of the best. A striking illustration of 
this is found in one of the visions of 
Ezekiel. 

In and around the ‘Temple the prophet 
sees in succession four kinds of false 
religion going on. About every one of 
these but the last one, God says to Eze- 
kiel, “You will see still greater abomina- 
tions.”” ‘The last one is the climax. ‘The 
curious part of it is that most of us, if 
we had these four bad religions, or par- 
odies of religion, explained to us, would 
not rank them as God does. In fact we 
would rank them in exactly the reverse 
order; what seems worst to God we would 
naturally incline to think the best, and 
conversely. Let us see. 

IRST, Ezekiel is shown an image, an 

ordinary (or extraordinary) idol, a 
hand-carved statue of some kind. It is 
called the “image of jealousy,” probably 
meaning, as Moffatt suggests, the image 
which has. provoked God’s resentment. 
Big and brassy, it shone in the sun at 
the Temple gateway, and no doubt it had 
its cluster of worshippers. But this was 
not the worst. 

The next vision is a discovery of an 
inner chamber filled with clouds of in- 
cense being wafted before a great mural 
painting of animals, of creeping and 
crawling things over the wall from floor 
to ceiling. 

Then the prophet is conducted to an- 
other gateway where he sees women 
“weeping for Tammuz.” Tammuz is 
another name for the god or godling 
known to the Greeks as Adonis, and the 
mourning for him was a strange wild 
rite widespread in that ancient world. 
It was connected with fertility cults, as 
they say in the classroom. To put it as 
gently as possible, what these women were 
worshipping was the “life-force,” the 
biological sex-urge, that which maintains 
and transmits physical life from genera- 
tion to generation. ‘The ways in which 
this life-force was worshipped were 
sometimes nasty, though sometimes, as at 
that Temple, merely fantastic. 

But Ezekiel must see one more vision 
of corruption. In the Temple’s inner 
court, at the door of the Holy Place itself, 
were some twenty-five men with their 
backs to the Holy place and their faces 
toward the east, worshipping the sun. 


O there are the four idolatries; the 

worship of some artificial idol of 
stone, wood or metal; animals—or their 
pictures; sex; and the sun. If we were 
asked which of these is worst and which 
is best, if we must choose, would we not 
say that the progression was toward the 
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best? The most vulgar and ridiculous 
kind of religion is worshipping something 
you have made yourself, or paid for mak- 
ing. Fetish-worship is the most stupid 
of all religions. Above that, surely is the 
worship of something you have not made 
and cannot make. 

The worship of animals, so common 
in the ancient world, and not unknown 
in our time, is a step above the worship 
of what neither sees nor hears nor knows. 
ls not even a living snake better than 
a brass what-is-it? But after all, an- 
imals are literally beneath us. 

So the worship of the life-force would 
seem a nobler thing. Call it life-force 
or sex in the widest sense, it is the force 
that carries the race along. As every 
couple about to commit adultery have 
said, we are in the grip of something 
bigger than ourselves. (A favorite Hol- 
lywood phrase.) We are swept along by 
life itself. Yes, of course; and that is 
why such temptations are generally ir- 
resistible except to those who feel the 
loving grasp of One who is more ancient 
of days than life or all creation. But 
granted that worshipping the life-force 
is a sin, is it not (we naturally think) a 
nobler sin than the cult of animals? Even 
the beast in man must be better than 
beasts themselves. .. . 


And then the sun-worship. One has 
the impression that this was aristocratic. 
There was no crowd of devotees: only a 
couple of dozen men. The best place in 
the Temple area was reserved for it. 
Sun-worshippers turn their faces to what 
is not only highest in the heavens but 
highest in physical nature. Here is no 
clumsy idol-carving, no cult of crawling 
beasts, here are men released from the 
obsessions of sex, here is something clean, 
even sublime. ‘The thoughts of these men 
ure far above this earth and all it con- 
tains. They adore the heavenly fire. 
Error though it be, is not this the loftiest 
error of all? 


N the contrary! The verdict of God, 

as we have seen, is exactly the reverse. 
One does not climb up from idol-worship, 
through the cults of animals and of fer- 
tility, up to sun-worship. On the con- 
trary, each step is down, each is a worse 
abomination than the last, and sun- 
worship is the worst of all. It is nearest 
the truth, and for that reason is the 
worst. Corruptio optimi pessima. Why 
is this so? 

It is nearly always true that the near- 
est substitute for what is genuine is not 
only the most deceptive, but the most 
satisfactory to those who have not known 
the genuine article. This is true all 
the way from pumpkin pies to education, 
and it is true of religion. Idolatry in its 
simple forms is not the worst abomina- 


tion, because it is the least attractive. The 
heathen in his blindness bowing down to 
wood or stone is a laughable or pathetic 
figure; no educated person wants to im- 
itate him. The worship of animal life 
is apparently on a higher level, but it is 
practically worse because in practice it 
reverses values, it makes beasts out of 
men. ‘The worship of sex is still worse, 
because it not only wins prestige by 
claiming association with what is God- 
given, but by its perversion of emphasis 
makes even a God-given instinct hor- 
ribly destructive. 

But most subtle of all substitutes for 
true religion are all those religions, or 
gentle, aristocratic, even dignified and 
beautiful parodies on religion which can 
be called spiritual. All the others, be- 
ing physical, are obviously unfit for man 
at his highest and best. But not all that 
is spiritual is true; not all that is spirit- 
ual is good. Clean, moral, inspiring re- 
ligion may still be wrong. What is mor- 
ally clean and intellectually respectable, 
or at any rate respected by some respect- 
able people, may be quite out of line with 
God's nature, acts and will. 

HO are the hardest persons to con- 

vert?) The village drunkard or the 
village atheist? The bum on Skid Row 
or the member of an Ethical Culture 
Society? Who is most impervious to the 
real gospel of Love, the young man on 
the loose or the impeccable member of a 
cult that talks much of divine love but 
supports missions only among the well- 
to-do? Who were the enemies of Jesus, 
the publicans and harlots, or the Phari- 
sees fF 

When Christ comes, with wounded 
hands and broken heart, Christ offering 
a cross, seeking the fellowship of the 
crucified, where will he find—where has 
he found—most of his friends? Among 
those who, absorbed in contemplation of 
some Absolute Ideal, are blind and deaf 
to the vulgar infected world around them, 
or among those who, standing amid their 
cheap and broken idols, are truly sorry 
for their sins and desire to be delivered 
from the burden of them? 


GOOD: We like the plan in the High- 

land church, Louisville, where the eve- 
ning service is an informal one when the 
minister sits down (or stands up) and an- 
swers the questions people bring up about 
the morning sermon. Next to the pos- 
sibility of rising in the midst of a ser- 
mon and asking in a friendly way, “Just 
what do you mean by that?” or “Please 
explain that a little more concretely,” 
this looks like a fine idea. Part of the 
time is devoted to reading the Bible (with 
questions raised about it). Then there 
are also the cups of coffee and plates of 
cakes while people sit and sup. Sounds 
far more exciting than the usual heart- 
breaking and defeatist Sunday evening 
service. 





CHURCH NEWS 


Mclver Will Direct 
Campus Department 


Names made the news in the recent 
meeting of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation. 

Malcolm C. McIver, Jr., now studying 
at Edinburgh, was elected to succeed 
David M. Currie, now in Texas City, 
‘Texas, as director of the department of 
Campus Christian Life. Before going to 
Edinburgh Mr. McIver, now completing 
work on his doctorate, was student pastor 
at the University of Alabama. He is ex- 
pected to begin his new work early in 





June. 
Elizabeth McWhorter, now with the 
First church, Knoxville, ‘Tenn., was 


named an associate in the same depart- 
ment, succeeding Eleanor Foxworth. 
Rene Williamson, of the faculty of 
the University of Tennessee, will serve 
until Mr. McIver arrives as the director 
of the department. Dr. Williamson will 
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be on leave of absence during the spring 
quarter. 

Two $2,500 graduate fellowships were 
awarded. One is offered E. Ashby John- 
son of King College and the other is 
awarded Wm. G. McGavock of David- 
son College. 

Mrs. Charles L. Crane (the former 
Mary Louise Woodson) will join the staff 
of the Board June 1 as an associate in 
Leadership Education. She was formerly 
a missionary to Africa, on the Queens 
College faculty, and a widely known 
Christian education worker. 

Gladys Jackson, associate in the De- 
partment of Youth Work, with particular 
responsibility for Pioneer (Junior High) 
work and a specialist in camp planning, 
will become director of Christian Educa- 
tion in the First church, Spartanburg, 
». C., June 1. 

W. R. Collins, who served briefly as 
salesman for the John Knox Press, no 
longer represents that department, having 
moved to Ohio. Norman Langston, 
former manager of the Richmond book 
store, resigned recently. 


Thompson Tribute 

W. Taliaferro Thompson, who recently 
retired as a member of the board after 
serving nearly 30 years, was presented 
a scroll in appreciation of his work for 
more than 40 years as a “teacher of the 
Word from pulpit and in classroom. By 
skillful teaching and most of all by ex- 
ample you have influenced Christian 
education perhaps more than any other 
person in the history of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S.” 

The Montreat book store is nearing 
completion and the new Atlanta store was 
scheduled to open March 12. 

Next fall’s meeting will be held in 
New Orleans during the men’s conven- 
tion—first time in its 93-history to meet 
away from Richmond. 

The program of the John Knox Press 
is being projected on a larger basis with 
more titles expected to be published under 
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policies now being studied. 

The General Assembly will be asked 
to approve a Sunday School enrollment 
goal of 1,000,000 by 1961. The Assem- 
bly will also be asked to adopt a report 
setting up standards and qualifications 
for the position of director of Christian 
education on the congregational level. 

The sale of books and materials by 
the Presbyterian stores last year amounted 
to nearly $1,000,000. Periodical circu- 
lation increased by more than 750,000. 


Results of Union 

Marshall C. Dendy, the executive sec- 
retary reported on recent conferences with 
representatives of the USA and United 
Presbyterian Christian education boards 
and staffs in Cincinnati. The report 
adopted by the joint group declared that 
the three boards have much in common in 
educational philosophy, organizational 
structure, and control of the boards. Some 
difference was noted in the control of 
colleges and seminaries. Men’s work 
differs in organization and _ function. 
Field service is administered in essen- 
tially the same manner. The committee, 
as a result of its conference, expressed its 
belief that in many areas of Christian 
education the work could and would be 
made more effective in the event of union. 
“It was apparent, too,” Dr. Dendy re- 
ported, ‘that the business and publishing 
operations of the board would most likely 
benefit by the union of the three 
churches.” 


For Great Architecture, 
Great Faith 

The trend in Protestantism today is not 
to lay less emphasis on the importance 
of good preaching, but so to design the 
building that the preacher, the choir, the 
architecture and the congregation are 
oriented in thinking and attitude toward 
some honest and simple focal point in- 
dicative of the reality and presence of 
God. (There is) a deep concern 
among practicing architects and those 
who teach in our schools of architecture 
for an adequate religious insight as part 
of the designing architects’ equipment. 

Contemporary architecture need not be 
feared if we see to it that the young ar- 
chitect has at least some comprehension 
of what a church building seeks to em- 
body and express. The real problem is 
the mind and spirit of the architect. Like- 
wise, our Protestant seminaries need to 
orient the minds of their theological stu- 
dents in matters of good taste and good 
architecture. 

In my humble judgment, we will get a 
great new ecclesiastical architecture when 
we bring to the technical skills of our 
schools and seminaries a profound and 
creative faith. 

-C. HARRY ATKINSON, 

Executive Director, Bureau of Church 

Building, National Council of 

Churches, in The Christian Century. 
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Dr. Charles Sydnor Hampden-Sydney and the University of 
Di sn Biloxi Mississippi. He was the author of im- 
6 Cue portant books in history. During 1950- 
Dr. Charles S. Sydnor, 55, dean of the 51 he was a visiting professor at Oxford 
Duke University Graduate School of Arts University. 


and Science, died in Biloxi, Miss., March Among his survivors is Charles S. 
2, after suffering a heart attack on the Sydnor, Jr., Presbyterian minister of 
previous Saturday. Leatherwood, Ky. 

Member of a widely known Presby- ys 
terian family, Dr. Sydnor was on a lec- A sharp tongue is the only edged tool 


ture tour of Mississippi and Louisiana (that grows keener with constant use.— 
colleges. He had formerly taught at WASHINGTON IRVING. 


Protestant Churches Have 
One-Third of Boy Scouts 


CINCINNATI, O. (RNS)—Protestant 
sponsorship of Boy Scout troops has 
reached a new high, a Scout leader re- 
ported here. 

A. E. Iverson of New York told the 
National Council of Churches’ Commit- 
tee on Scouting that 1,800 Protestant 
church-sponsored troops and cub packs 


had been added last year. 
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More than a third of all Scout troops 
now are sponsored by Protestant churches, 
he said 

Mr. Iverson, director of Protestant re 
lationships for the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, spoke on the 44th anniversary of the 
Scout movement in this country. 

He said there were now 89,000 Scout 
units in this country with an all-time 
record of 2,500,000 members. Of these, 
32,000 units containing 700,000 boys are 
sponsored by Protestant churches. 

In addition, there are more than 1,- 
000,000 Protestant boys in units not 
Protestant church-sponsored, the Scout 
official said. 

He attributed the “increasing interest” 
of Protestantism in Scouting to “a grow- 
irg realization that Scouting and Chris- 
tian education meet at many points.” 
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‘The Protestant scouting committee met 
as Christian educators from the U.S. and 
Canada gathered here for the week-long 
annual meeting of the National Council's 
Division of Christian Education. 

Mr. Iverson and Harold Ewing of 
Nashville, Tenn., committee chairman, 
stressed the importance of American boys 
vetting their Scout training in the atmos- 
phere of the church and under Christian 
leadership. 

Mr. Ewing, director of youth work for 
the Methodist Church, said, ‘‘Scouting in- 
creasingly is capturing the imagination 
of American boys and it is the respon- 
sibility of the church to give increasing 
attention to the quality of leadership of 
the Boy Scout troops.” 
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Highly Recommended 


KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE 
(MGM). The stirring legends of King 
Arthur and his valiant knights have been 
brought to the screen in a vivid pageant 
of medieval chivalry. Based mainly on 
Sir Thomas Malory’s “Le Morte d’Arthur,” 
the film recounts the heroic deeds of the 
man who loosened the sword Excalibur 
from the anvil and asserted his sover- 
eignty over the fighting men of 6th cen- 
tury Britain. Lancelot is shown as a 
selfish, petulant lover who flaunts the 
rights of the king he has sworn to love 
and defend, and the other familiar char- 
acters—Merlin the sorcerer, Modred the 
enemy of Arthur, the haughty Queen 
Guinevere, the gentle Elaine Morgan le 
Fay, and Percival, the visionary knight 
are all graphically portrayed. The colors 
are lavish, and the music excellent. Real- 
istic battle scenes, jousts and individual 
encounters with the broadsword frequent- 
ly enliven the narrative. The production is 
in Eastman Color and CinemaScope, which 
lend themselves well to the spectacular 
features. FOR: Family. 


ROB ROY, 
(Walt Disney, 
MacGregor 

*Rated by 
Council. 


THE HIGHLAND ROGUE 
RKO Release). Rob Roy 
leads his clan in a fierce 
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struggle agains the domination of 18th 
century England, and seizes every oppor- 
tunity to win freedom, land and recogni 


tion for his heroie people. Although sup 
posedly taken from Sir Walter Scott's 
novel, this story of the hardy Scottish 


“bluebonnets” is based largely on legend 
and early historical records. The themes 
of the dignity of man and opposition to 
tyranny are forcefully depicted in this 
story of the handsome dauntless rebel who 
marshals his fellow Scots in fierce revolt. 
The film is well cast, and, photographed 
in Technicolor, it presents striking scenes 
of Scotland’s Trossachs Valley. The lively 
action of the story has been adroitly coun- 
terbalanced with comedy, pathos and ro- 
mance, and the character portrayals are 
unusually effective. FOR: Family. 


ANNAPURNA (Himalaya Pictures; 
Mayer-Kingsley Release). The _ photo- 
graphie record of the French-Himalayan 
expedition which conquered the 25,000- 
foot peak, “Annapurna,” in the spring of 
1950. Those who have read the fascinat- 
ing book by the expedition’s leader, Mau- 
rice Herzog, will find this a faithful vis- 
ualization of the dramatic enterprise 
which was frequently punctuated with 
tragedy and death. The film emhapsizes 
the endurance and courage, the stubborn 
refusal to accept defeat, and the unfailing 
esprit de corps of these mountain climbers 
who were bent on a hazardous conquest. 
The scenic shots are inspiring, the perils 
encountered are graphically depicted and 
the physical hardships are shown with 
gripping realism. FOR: Adults, Young 
People. 

HEIDI (Lazar Wechsler Production, 
United Artist Release). This story, taken 
trom Johanna Spyri’s novel which has 
gained favor with children all over the 
world, is brought to the screen with much 
simplicity and charm. Heidi is a little 
Swiss girl who lives high in the Alps 
with her crotchety grandfather. She helps 
to reconcile the old man with his neighbors, 
his church and his God. When she is 
taken to Frankfurt, Germany, to serve as 
a companion to a crippled girl, she is also 
instrumental in speeding her young 
friend's recovery. Photographed in Swit- 
zerland and Germany, the film preserves 
all the quaintness and inspiration of the 
original story. The production, which is 
unusually well cast and directed, was 
awarded the grand prize for youth films 
at the 1953 Venice Festival. FOR: Family. 


Also recommended, FOR Family: The 
Long, Long Trailer; Give a Girl a Break; 
The Eddie Cantor Story, Song of the Land. 
For Adults, Young People: King of the 
Khyber Rifles; Hondo; Beneath the 
Twelve Mile Reef (Tarpon Springs sponge 
divers); Both Sides of the Law; Personal 
Affair; Captain John Smith and Pocahon- 
tas: Three Sailors and a Girl. 
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THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for March 28, 1954 
John 15-16. Print 16:1-13 


We consider this week the promise of 
the Holy Spirit as it is found in Jesus’ 
Farewell Discourse. In this discourse, 
spoken by Jesus on the night before his 
crucifixion, there are five distinct refer- 
ences to the coming of the Holy Spirit. 


1. He Will Be by Your Side, 14:15-17 

“If you love me ,vou will keep my 
commandments,” said Jesus, “and I will 
pray the Father and he will give you 
another Counselor. The word 
translated Counselor in the RSV and 
Comforter in the KJV means, in the 
Greek, ‘“‘one who is called to the side of 
another.” The words “Comforter” and 
“Counselor” therefore do not begin to 
express the full meaning of Jesus’ prom- 
ise. He had been a comforter to his dis- 
ciples, but far more than a comforter; 
he had been a counselor to his disciples 
but far more than a Counselor. Now 
that his bodily presence was to be with- 
drawn, his Spirit was to do for his dis- 
ciples all that Jesus had been doing for 
them. He was to guide, inspire, en- 
courage, comfort, strengthen and sanctifv. 

“T will pray the Father and he will 
give you another one to be at your side 
forever,” Jesus says in effect. The Holv 
Spirit was given to particular individuals 
for particular tasks in the Old Testament ; 
his power was given and then withdrawn. 
But now, as E. Stanley Jones points out 
in The Wav to Power and Poise: 

“The idea of an occasional coming is 
replaced by a permanent coming. The 
Holy Spirit would not come and go—a 
kind of furtive hide-and-seek, sporadic 
coming. He would move within the re- 
cesses of the inner being and stay there 
forever. The only way he would leave 
would be by being sinned out by con- 
scious, purposeful, continuous sin. An 
occasional fall that brought contrition and 
repentance would not break the relation- 
ship. It might cloud it, but he would still 
be there, ready to restore and heal and 
re-establish the interrupted intimacy... . 

“There is almost nothing so necessary 
to get hold of as this, for so many think 
of the possession of the Holy Spirit as 
tentative and momentary. But that would 
defeat the very purpose of redemption, for 
the Holy Spirit is applied redemption, and 
his coming must be permanent or the re- 
demption itself is impermanent and hence 
unsatisfactory and futile. It is ‘forever’ 
or it is futile. The Holy Ghost is the 
Holy Guest, and a permanent guest.” 

The Holy Spirit whom Christ will 
send is also the “Spirit of Truth”—not 
only because be brings us a fuller under- 
standing of the truth and operates within 
us according to truth, but because he is 
identified with the truth. “The Spirit 
of truth doesn’t free us by magic. He 
frees us,” says Jones, “by making us to 
be identified with truth, and then the 
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truth makes us ‘free.’ He cleanses us 
from all lies, all evasions, all make-be- 
lieve, all false fronts, from all except 
complete sincerity. He brings a crystal 
clarity that makes for power. It is no 
magic—the laws of well being are ful- 
filled, and therefore well being flour- 
ishes.” 

Because this is true there is a moral 
condition that must be fulfilled before 
the full power of the Spirit can be real- 
ized: “If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments, and I will pray the 
Father, and he will give you another 
Counselor.” We sometimes forget that 
important “if.” The world apart from 
Christ does not recognize the presence 
of the Spirit, but disciples know, in pro- 
portion, it may be inferred, as they love 
Christ and keep his commandments. 


Il. He Will Teach, 14:25-26 


“These things I have spoken to you,” 
said Jesus a little later in his farewell 
discourse, “while I am still with you. 
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things. . . .” 

In the synoptic Gospel much emphasis 
is put upon Jesus’ teaching function. 
But there were some things that he could 
not teach—until after his death and 
resurrection; and there were some things 
he could not teach because it was the 
first century, and not the tenth—or the 
twentieth, or the twenty-fifth, and in 
every generation men face different prob- 
lems, and think in different forms and 
categories. 

The Holy Spirit, says Jesus, will teach 
vou all things. Does this include science 
and philosophy? It would seem so, be- 
cause otherwise it would not include all 
things, and also because as Christ has 
previously pointed out the Holy Spirit 
is the Spirit of Truth. All truth comes 
from God, and scientists toiling over their 
test tubes discover only that truth which 
God has made available to those who ful- 
fill the proper conditions. And yet we 
can be sure that it is primarily spiritual 
truth that Jesus has in mind, that sav- 
ing knowledge of God which it was his 
primary mission to impart. 

Does this promise that the Spirit will 
lead us into all truth mean that we can 
depend only upon the Spirit for a fuller 
knowledge of the truth apart from Jesus ? 
Some have thought so, but it is a way 
that leads always to disaster, for sooner 
or later we shall be led astray, mistaking 
another spirit for the Holy Spirit, another 
spirit, who may indeed be the spirit of 
evil. ‘The Holy Spirit,” said Jesus, 
“will teach you all things, and bring to 


your remembrance al] that I have said 
to you.” We do not make moral and 
spiritual progress by forgetting Jesus’ 
words, or by going beyond them, but by 
discovering their fuller significance, their 
meaning for changing conditions, under 
the inspiration and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. “The Holy Spirit will bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said 
to you.” It is important to note that 
word “all.” When we are not under the 
Spirit’s guidance, says Dr. Jones, ‘‘we 
tend to become fastened on some thing 
or things Jesus taught us and neglect the 
‘all.’ The consequence is a lopsided 
Christianity with an overemphasis on 
some things and an under emphasis on 
others. Whole denominations are built 
around one truth. They live on a truth 
instead of on the Truth.” Our religious 
life is unbalanced, and is apt to become 
unhealthy, if we are unwilling to go 
beyond the bare words of Jesus, or if we 
ignore Jesus and seek to follow only the 
Spirit. ‘The Holy Spirit,” said Jesus, 
“will teach you all things and bring to 
vour remembrance all that I have said 
unto you.” 


Ill. He Will Witness, 15:26-27 


“When the Counselor comes, whom 
I shall send to you from the Father, even 
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from 
the Father, he will bear witness to me,” 
said Jesus, in his third mention of the 
Holy Spirit. 

As Archbishop Temple has pointed 
out, the Spirit of Truth “inspires all 
science and all art, and speaks in the con- 
science of the heathen child.” And yet 
Christ sends him, and he comes from the 
Father because it is only in Christ, the 
Son of God, and the Word made flesh, 
that God’s glory (his true character) is 
revealed. And the Spirit whom Christ 
sends from the Father bears witness of 
Christ. He bears his witness in the 
Bible. There are some who read the 
sible and the words remains mere words, 
without life or power. It is the Spirit 
who brings God’s living word to us from 
the written word, and that living word 
bears compelling witness to Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God. And it is the Spirit 
who bears witness through the spoken 
word. A minister knows that his most 
eloquent words are powerless without 
the witness of the Spirit. Arguments 
have their place in the Christian’s 
armory, but it is the Spirit, and not the 
arguments, that brings conviction. And 
yet it is through our witness ordinarily 
that the Holy Spirit bears his own wit- 
“He will bear witness of me,” 
said Jesus, “and vou also are witnesses.” 
To be co-witnesses with the Holy Spirit, 
or to give the Holy Spirit an opportunity 
to witness through us—-that is our call- 
ing. 


ness. 


“It is to your advantage that I go 
away,’ Jesus continued, “for if I do 
not go away, the Counselor will not 
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come to you.”’ So long as Jesus was with 
them the disciples relied upon Jesus to 
settle all their difficulties and to answer 
all their questions. When they were 
forced to rely upon the Spirit within 
they began to develop their own inner 
resources. Then too it was the cross that 
fully revealed God’s love for men, and 
the resurrection that manifested his 
power. The love of God, and his power 
could not bear their full fruit in the lives 
of men until after this supreme mani 
festation. The Holy Spirit is God in us, 
Christ in us, and it was not possible for 
men to experience this abiding presence 
until after Christ had departed from the 
flesh. 

When the Holy Spirit comes, savs 
Jesus, he will convince the world of sin 
and of righteousness and of judgment. 
He will convince the world of sin, “he 
cause they do not believe on me.” The 
average man does not become conscious 
of being a sinner unless he disregards 
his conscience or commits some act which 
he knows to be wrong. And yet many 
of the greatest crimes in history have heen 
committed in the name of conscience. 
When a man or a nation becomes Chris- 
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tian things are seen in a different light, 
and some of the things which were once 
approved are now discover to have been 
wrong. On the other hand many who 
do not believe in Jesus do not do so 
because they have the wrong scale of 
values. That is true of the Communists, 
forexample. It was blindness to revealed 
truth, pride and prejudice that led the 
Jews as a whole to reject their long ex- 
pected Messiah. Those who became dis- 
ciples came to realize that their claim 
to righteousness, based upon external 
conformity to a code of laws, was false. 
It was the Spirit which convinced them; 
and it is the Spirit, always at work in 
the world, which is convincing men of sin, 
because they do not believe in Christ. 

The Spirit will convince the world of 
righteousness, said Jesus, “because I go 
to the Father.” It was the resurrection 
that put the stamp of divine approval 
upon Jesus’ teaching. Otherwise, men 
would have thought that the cross was the 
end, and likely to be the end for all men 
who are willing to sacrifice everything else 
that they might do the Father’s will. It 
is the Holy Spirit whom the Father sends 
through Christ that convinces men that 
the world’s standards of what constitutes 
the highest good is not always the divine 
standard, that the righteousness of Christ 
is the true righteousness. 

Finally, the Spirit convinces the world 
of Judgment, “because the Ruler of this 
world is judged. “Certainly that is the 
impression made upon the mind by the 
story of our Lord’s trial and passion,” 
writes Dr. Gossip in the Interpreters’ 
Bible. “As the tale proceeds, by a queer 
inevitable reversal the positions of the 
participants in the drama are transposed. 
It is not Christ who is condemned, but 
they who condemn him. And every in- 
sult heaped upon him enhances his ma- 


jesty. While those who exultantly wreak 
their malice and vegeance upon one, 
seemingly in their power, only dwarf 


themselves thereby, and reveal their own 
futility and smallness. It is at Calvary 
that the meanness of evil comes home to 
everyone most overpoweringly; and there, 
that Christ storms the heart.” It is 
Christ’s death and resurrection that en- 
able us to pass final judgment on good 
and evil; it is Christ’s victory over death 
that makes it certain that the ruler of this 
world has been judged, and that evil will 
finally be overcome. 
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V. The Holy Spirit Guides, 16:12-15 

In the previous verses Jesus spoke of 
the preliminary aspects of the Spirit's 
work—he will convict the world of sin 
and of righteousness and of judgment. 
He returns now to his more positive mis- 
sion: “I have many things to say to 
you, but you cannot bear them now. When 
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth.” That promise 
was fulfilled first of all in the Apostles, 
who, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, have given us the final truth that 
we must have about the way to God. But 
our Lord put no limits upon the promise. 
In every age the Holy Spirit takes the 
words and deeds of Jesus and brings 
home to us a fuller knowledge of the 
truth for our own times. It is not truth 
apart from Christ, but the truth contained 
in Christ. As Jesus puts it, “He will 
glorify me, for he will take what is mine 
and declare it unto you. All that the 
Father has is mine; therefore I said that 
he will take what is mine and declare 
it unto you.” 

As Archbishop Temple wisely com- 
ments : 

“It is not true loyalty to the mind of 
the Lord which confines attention to what 
he did and said on earth. Then he kept 
his teaching within the range of his dis- 
ciples’ apprehension. Even so they would 
not grasp all his meaning; but they would 
grasp enough to start on the mental pil- 
grimage or exploration, on which they 
should be carried further by the Spirit. 
We are most loyal to the mind of Christ 
when we are most receptive of all the 
Apostles under the guidance of the Spirit 
learnt and taught, and of all that the sam«¢ 
Spirit would teach us non.” 

We face many complex problems in our 
own day, the problem of race, for ex- 
ample, or the problems of war and peace. 
We cannot find the answer to any of 
these problems merely by quoting a text: 
we must allow the Spirit to guide us. 

But note that the Holy Spirit glorifies 
Jesus—the one who gives the Spirit, not 
the one who receives it. As FE. Stanley 
Jones points out: “This saves religion 
from going off onto tangents of subjec- 
tivity. For it is possible for the subcon- 
scious mind to give suggestions to the 
conscious mind which we may interpret 
as the Voice of the Spirit.” There is al- 
ways the danger that we shall mistake the 
promptings of our own lower nature, our 
suppressed desires, even our prejudices, 
for the guidance of the Spirit. And so 
we must test our guidance by the objective 
standard revealed in Christ. ‘When the 
Spirit of truth comes,” says Jesus, “he 
will guide vou into all the truth. . . .He 
will glorify me, for he will take what 
is mine and declare it unto vou.” Not 
to every one is this promise made. “If 
vou love me,” said Jesus, “vou will keep 
my commandments, and I will pray the 
Father and he will give vou another 
Counselor” (14:15). 
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BOOK NOTES 


Presbyterian Titles 
Bright 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD. John Bright. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville & New 
York. 288 pp., $3.75. 

This widely-publicizied $7,500 Abing- 
don-Cokesbury Award winner by the pro- 
fessor of Old Testament at Union Sem- 
inary (Va.) looks upon the idea of the 
Kingdom of God as the unifying theme 
of the Bible. The author, whose schol- 
arly attainments are well recognized, has 
succeeded in doing what many scholars 
don’t—he has written about as clearly 
and non-technically as his subject would 
permit. 

Dr. Bright writes with penetration 
about matters that vitally concern us and 
we do well if we read with penitent and 
teachable spirits. 


Caldwell 


PREACHING ANGLES. Frank H. Cald- 
well. Abingdon Press, Nashville & New York. 
126 pp., $2. 

The president of Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary delivered the T. V. 
Moore Lectures at San Francisco Sem- 
inary last vear. Now, the published lec- 
tures show preachers “30 tested wavs to 
get and hold attention.” The preacher 
who has fallen into a rut in organizing 
his sermons (and any man can suspect 
that he has) will do himself and his hear- 
ers a great favor if he will read the Cald- 
well book to see how he may do the job 
hetter. Congregations might not like to 
he so bold as to give the book to the 
preacher but they will do well if they can 
think of a good way to get it into his 
hands. , 





Jones 


A HISTORICAL APPROACH TO EVAN- 
GELICAL WORSHIP. Ilion T. Jones. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville & New York. 319 pp., 
$4.50. 

This is a book that ought to be taken 
to heart by people who think thev are 
“enriching” worship by tacking on a 
Gloria here and another response there 
without a good reason for either. The 
professor of practical theology at San 
Francisco (Presbyterian) Seminary savs 
that while “the ordinary folk want simple, 
direct worship, not a complex, intricate 
svstem of priestly worship which does not 
fit their needs . . . the liturgical movement 
has started Protestant worship on the road 
hack to medievalism.” 

This he protests, but he does not simply 
protest. He survey the history of wor- 
ship—including the Reformation—and 
he savs we ought to know—and do 
better. 

It is to be hoped that a great manv 
people who have stumbled blindly into 
some of the current fads, as well as those 
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who could do with a bit of “enrichment,” 
or better, vitality and meaning, will have 
a chance to read and study this book so 
as to appreciate our evangelical heritage. 


Love 


THE GOSPEL AND THE GOSPELS. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury, Nashville & New York. 191 
pp., $2.75. 

Dr. Love, of Louisville Seminary, 
wants his readers to understand that Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke and John present, not 
four, but one gospel—the gospel of re- 
demption. They reveal the God who 
seeks to save a humanity that needs sav- 
ing, through the Christ who is able to 
bring them into the eternal Kingdom. 
Many Gospel passages take on new light 
and meaning under Dr. Love's treatment. 


McAfee 


NEAR TO THE HEART OF GOD. Cleland 
B. McAfee and Katharine McAfee Parker. 
Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indianapolis, Ind. 125 pp., 
$1.75. 

This is a warm, friendly book that tells 
briefly the story of Dr. McAfee’s life and 
ministry, his pastoral experience, his great 
hymn (“There is a place of quiet rest 
near to the heart of God’’), and his for- 
eign mission service. Then all the rest 
of the book is made up of “editorials” 
contributed to The Continent, a Presby- 
terian, USA, weekly of some vears ago. 
Not exactly editorials by current stand- 
ards, these brief homilies or essays are 
wise and vital. Mrs. Parker, one of the 
McAfee daughters, has produced a small 
volume that will be welcomed not only 
in Presbyterian circles but elsewhere. 


Miller 


FIRE IN THY MOUTH. Donald G. Miller. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville & New York. 160 
pp., $2.50. 

Dr. Miller delivered the Westervelt 
Lectures at Austin Seminary three vears 
ago. Now his book makes the lectures, 
somewhat expanded, available to a wider 
audience. 

He is convinced that most preaching 
needs more of the Bible—in the right 
sense. Not more quotations from it or 
Bible stories, “not saving words but ac- 
complishing a Deed.” That Deed is “the 
actualization of redemption in the lives 


of men as the redeeming word is an- 
nounced and responded to in faith.” 

Taking this book seriously, as it de- 
serves to be taken, would add a lot of 
meat to most sermons, to the greatly im- 
proved nourishment of the people. 

The book, significantly, is dedicated 
to the late Harris E. Kirk who was one 
of the church’s ablest preachers. 


Redhead 


GETTING TO KNOW GOD. John A. Red- 
head. Abingdon Press, Nashville & New 
York. 126 pp., $2.00. 

Dr. Redhead is certainly one of the 
ablest preachers in our church. Here are 
16 sermons about God—brief, luminous, 
challenging, inspiring. Some of these were 
preached during his annual assignment as 
the preacher for the NBC National Radio 
Pulpit. 

This is a book, not for other preachers, 
though they would profit by it, but for 
people—the sort of people who listen to 
sermons every Sunday and perhaps some 
who don’t but who should. 


St. Clair 


WE MET JESUS. Ray L. St. Clair. John 
Knox Press, Richmond. 143 pp., $2.75. 

The pastor of the Second church, Staun- 
ton, Va., has put himself in the place 
of 16 well-known characters of the New 
Testament as he tells about his experi- 
ence of meeting Jesus. These first per- 
son stories help to make vivid the reality 
of the Gospel narratives as they show us 
Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, Judas and _ the 
rest, concluding with Saul of Tarsus. 
The manner in which the preacher has 
put himself in the place of these 16 should 
help the reader to do the same—with 
good results. 





Thompson 


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. Ernest 
Trice Thompson. John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond, 154 pp., $2.25. 

Dr. Thompson’s discussion of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount was so popular that 
when the first edition was exhausted, even 
though the type had to be set again, it 
was revised and re-set, so as to meet the 
continued demand. OvTLooK readers 
will be glad to know that it is again 
available. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Elder at the Lord’s Table. Thomas 
W. Toler. Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. 
$1.00, paper. 

Which Way Is Progress. G. Curtis Jones. 
Rethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. $2.50. 

T Have Called You Friends. Kelly O'Neall. 
Rethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. $2.50. 

Solving Life’s Problems. Hillyer Haw- 
thorne Straton. Bethany Press, St. Louis, 
Mo. $2.50. 

The American Sexual Tragedy. Albert 
Ellis. Twayne Publishers, N. Y. $4.50. 

A Journey into Faith. Thomas S. Kepler 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville. $2.50. 


Christian Perfection, John Wesley. Edited 
by Thos. S. Kepler. World Publishing Co., 
Cleveland, O. $1.50. 

The Journal of John Woolman. FEdited 
hy Thos. S. Kepler. World Publishing Co., 
Cleveland, O. $1.59. 

The Interpreter’s Bible. Volume 9. Acts 
and Romans. Abingdon-Cokesbury,. Nash- 
ville. $8.75. 

Little Prayers. Helen L. Toner. Bethany 
Press, St. Louis, Mo. $1.25. 

Church Women in the Scheme of Things. 
Mossie Allman Wyker. Bethany Press, St. 
Louis, Mo. $2.00. 
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CHANGES 

Charles E. Parrish 
to the Fuquay-Varina 
Fuquay Springs, N. C. 

J. Robert Hawkins from Crane, Texas, 
to 2705 Auburn Ave., Lubbock, Texas 

Jan W. Owen, Lexington, Va., has been 
called to the Westminster church, Char 
lottesville, Va. 

Chester F. McClure, of the Main Street 
(USA) church, Madisonville, Ky., will 
become pastor of the Beechmont (U.S.) 
church, Louisville, Ky., April 1 

Cecil Culverhouse is completing his 
studies in Edinburgh and leaving for the 
U. S. A. via Recife, Brazil. In May he 
expects to be at 5144 7th Court South, 
Birmingham 6, Ala 

CORRECTION: John O. Barksdale has 
moved from Kobe to 167 Josei Cho, Maru- 
game, Kagawa Ken, Japan, and not the 
reverse as was recently indicated here. 








N. © 


Box 257, 


from Kenly, 
church, 


FORT SMITH CITATION 

James E. Fogartie (see page 7), pastor 
of the First church, Fort Smith, Ark., was 
recently given the annual distinguished 
service award by the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce of his city and called the city’s 
“outstanding young man” of the year. He 
is 29 years old. 


ENGAGEMENT 

William M. Ramsay, Knoxville, Tenn., 
en route to Paducah, Ky., and DeVere 
Maxwell, assistant to the regional di- 
rector of Alabama, will be married late in 
April in Tuscaloosa, Ala 


U.T.S. ALUMNI 

Officers elected by Union 
nary’s alumni at their 
Lectures Week reunion are 
Dudley, Raleigh, N. ¢ president: 
A. Roberts, Fredericksburg, Va.; 
Howard Macrae of the seminary 
secretary-treasurer, 


(Va.) Semi- 
recent) Sprunt 
Harold J. 
Philip 
and J. 


faculty 


DEATH 
J. O. Van Meter, 70, pastor at Wilmore, 
Ky., since 1950, died Feb. 19 in Levxing 
ton, Ky. Dr. Van Meter was president ot 
Lees Junior College, 1928 
48. 
Donald McLean 


Jackson, Ky., 


McDonald, 65, died 
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M.S. WOODSON, Pres. 

Red Springs, N. C. 


March 1 in Columbia, S. C. He was 
pastor of the St. Matthews church and 
stated clerk of the Synod of South Caro- 
lina. For six years he was executive di- 
rector of the Community Chest of Colum- 
bia. 


LECTURER FOR 1955 

Harold Henry Rowley, professor of 
Semitic languages and literature, Victoria 
University. Manchester, England, has 
been announced as the Sprunt Lecturer 
for 1255 at Union Seminary in Virginia. 


Monsman Heads Baltimore 
Christian Citizens Group 


BALTIMORE, Mp. (RNS) Gerald 
Monsman, counsel to the local Legal Aid 
Bureau for the past 13 years, has been 
appointed the first full-time executive 
secretary of United Christian Citizens of 
Baltimore. 

Mr. Monsman, a Presbyterian elder, is 
a founder and former president of the 
non-denominational group organized 
several years ago to “promote Christian 
principles in civic life’ and keep Chris- 
tian citizens “informed and united for 
effective action within the political parties 
of their own choice.” 

Mdward T. Britton, Jr., president, 
said, “Mr. Monsman’s acceptance of this 
responsibility will enable our organiza- 


tion to take a far greater share in civic 
affairs, a matter of especial importance in 
an election year. We plan to provide and 
distribute information about candidates 
and issues on a far wider scale this year 
than ever before.” 

United Christian Citizens, he said, 
will work for a ‘‘full registration of the 
Christian vote,” seek to bring out a full 
vote at both the primaries and the fall 
election, and “endeavor to get the best 
persons, judged by generally accepted 
Christian principles, nominated and 
elected.” 

In the past vear Mr. Monsman has 
visited other cities where groups are in- 
terested in forming affiliated units. His 
new responsibility will enable him to 
extend this work. 
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